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Vancouver Cherry Blossom festival begins
tomorrow

Vancouver is at its most beautiful when the cherry trees are in bloom, but the moment
to appreciate their beauty is a fleeting window in time.

Luckily, the Vancouver
Cherry Blossom Festival was
perfectly coordinated by
organizers to align with the
magical bloom. Founding
director of the VCBF Linda
Poole said now is the time get
out there.

“The weather’s been fabulous,
the cherries are perfect, but
the next few days are rain
and it affects how long they
last . . . Just do it now, don’t
wait. As soon as it’s nice go see them,” Poole said.

Of the many events taking place during the festival, Thursday’s Cherry Jam is the big
show on everyone’s mind.  The free concert will take place amid the cherry trees, wich
are in full bloom right now, at Burrard SkyTrain station.

Folk singer Michael Averill is looking forward to performing Take the Time, a song
written by his father. Averill said the theme of the song suits the idea behind the VCBF perfectly.

“The reason I’m doing this is it’s a big tribute to my father who was a singer songwriter in the 70’s . . . Take
the Time is really just literally as it says, even just to stop and smell the roses so to speak . . . telling the
friends and family in your life how much you appreciate them,” Averill said. The Cherry Jam starts at noon
Thursday, April 3.

Wendy Cutler coordinates the efforts of the cherry scouts who start tracking the blooms across the city and
map locations that are currently in bloom for everyone to enjoy.

“The Cherry scouts are set-up to go out and find the cherry trees. When we started we had a list of about 150
trees and now on our map we have 1300 locations,” Cutler said.

Cutler will be leading two free educational walks during the festival sharing her extensive knowledge of
cherry trees, including the misconception that plum trees are cherry blossoms.

“We have at least 12,000 street tree plums in the city and they’re what’s been blooming for the last week or
two. They’re kind of round and the blossoms hang singly from the branch . . .cherries all hang in bunches,”
Cutler said.

Reported by Ash Kelly
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Boxing portrayed
through the art of dance

Audience members will get to sit
ringside at a new show
documenting the world of boxing
through contemporary dance in
Vancouver. The performance
takes place tomorrow and
Saturday at the Vancouver
Playhouse. The International
Choreographic Arts Centre is an
Amsterdam-based dance
company that is bringing their
show, Rocco, to Vancouver.
Rocco’s set casts the audience
as the crowd at a live boxing
match by seating them around a
ring elevated on the stage.
Beauty and the beast  The show
is […]
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What’s the cheapest way
to get the most wired?

You can’t afford to sleep; it’s final
exam season. You can barely
afford your phone bill.

When you’re on a tight budget
but you need a quick caffeine fix,
what’s the best way to get it?

We examined some of the
caffeinated options on Langara’s
campus to figure out the
cheapest way to get the most
wired.
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Drinking Belgian beer
dry

In celebration of Belgian Beer
Day, a North Vancouver
restaurant, The District, decided
to hold a “30 Days of Belgian
Beer” event which started March
7. Each day, the restaurant,
situated near Lonsdale Quay,
features a different Belgian
import beer for $4 off, and for
Belgian Beer Day on April 5, all
30 will be sold at the feature
price. The District has carried
Belgian beers for the last seven
years. Owner Paul Mon-Kau is
from the Netherlands, and when
[…]
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Meet the UBC
‘supermileage’ car

UBC students have built a new
car designed to reduce fuel
usage, and they’ll be taking it to
Texas in April  to test it against
other designs. The student-
designed prototype weighs less
than 200 pounds, and every
component has been optimized
for maximum fuel conservation.
Engineering student Ryan
Gibson is one of the students in
the UBC Supermileage Team,
which has prepared cars for the
fuel efficiency competition since
2001. “Everything’s designed and
built from scratch. (The car) is at
[…]
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Vancouver Cherry
Blossom festival begins
tomorrow

Vancouver is at its most beautiful
when the cherry trees are in
bloom, but the moment to
appreciate their beauty is a
fleeting window in time. Luckily,
the Vancouver Cherry Blossom
Festival was perfectly
coordinated by organizers to
align with the magical bloom.
Founding director of the VCBF
Linda Poole said now is the time
get out there. “The weather’s
been fabulous, the cherries are
perfect, but the next few days are
rain and it affects how long they
last […]
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