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More than 40,000 cherry blossom trees line
the streets of Vancouver.

tumblecom

SPRING AWAKENING: Each spring, Van-
couverwakes uptoan explosion of cherry

blossoms. And each spring since 2005,

‘more than 40000 ormamentalcherry

Japan — inspire the annual e
ver Cherry Blossom Festival. Founded
by Linda Poole, through the generosi-
ty of benefactor David C. Lam, the fes-
ival celebrates the beauty and cultural
significance of the pink blossoms. The
'VCBE society kicked off the month-long,
celebrations of music, haiku and tree
e first-ever Saku- ]
raNight, astandup soiree of fine Japanese
cuisine at Tojo's restaurant.

Hidekazu Tojo welcomed top chefs
Masahito Iwamoto (Zakkushi),
Kazuya Matsuoka (Miku), Daryle
Nagata (Seventeen8s), Nobu Ochi (Zen)
and Takayuki Omi (Raw Bar at the
Fairmont Pacific) into his Broad-
way kitchen for the swish reception.
Rounding out the team was master A 3 s .
‘mixologist Jay Jones, who wet whis- = / i e Tracy Hon's 18-month-old daughter Joell
tles with a Russian vodka-based cherry allthe
blossom martini, and World Gelato . party noise at the Sakura Night.
Master of the Year James Coleridge of
Bella Gelateria, who provided the sweet
fnish.

Asthe 150 pretty-in-pinkguests fledinto
Tof'spalacefortheSunday nighsolee,
Sakura started with abang lterally, cour-
{esyofdrumgroup Chib Tk Shinobu
‘Homma, who christer 50-a-tick-
Al iia oo libaal o theires
onated around the block and had a few
attendees adjusting their hearing aids.
Among the supporters spotted: Festival
chair Peter Kreuk, Vancouvercity coun-

lor Elizabeth Ball and Glacier Media
publisher Dee Dhaliwal. Reportedly,

was netted to support the annual
spnngflsﬂval Formore bloomin’ details,
seevebf.ca.
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Japanese chefs who joined sake, fresh grapefruit Giffard  Peter Kreuk, right, fronted the first-ever Sakura Night
with, Toj E
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