TV RADIO NEWS SPORTS MUSIC KIDS LOCALw MOREw WATCH = LISTEN | LOGIN SEARCH CBC.ca... Q

LIVE Vancouver More Streams

CBCINIews IBritish Columbia : ‘ ;- On The Coast

. ) Listen Live

Home World Canada Politics Business Health Arts & Entertainment Technology & Science Community Weather Video

E News Events Weather Programs Video Audio Contact Us

Vancouver's cherry blossom early blooms
get us going

CBC's original cherry blossom photogallery last week inspires
readers and others to share their own
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It's only mid-February, but with cherry blossoms and other flowers
already blooming across B.C.'s Lower Mainland, spring is definitely

in the air — and our floral photography is blooming too.



A woman braves the cold on King Street
near University in Toronto. Environment
Canada has issued an extreme cold warn-
ing for most of southern Ontario.(Kathe-
rine Holland/CBC) (Katherine
Holland/CBC)

After we ran a photogallery of blooming cherry blossoms last week,
social media was alive with readers and others who were inspired to

tweet and Facebook their own pictures.

Some of them are truly beautiful. But don't take our word for it. Have

a look in the photogallery!

Vancouver's cherry tree history

According to the Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival, the very first
cherry blossom trees were donated to the Vancouver Park Board in

the early 1930s by the mayors of Kobe and Yokohama, Japan.

The trees were planted at the Japanese cenotaph in Stanley Park in

honour of Japanese Canadians who served in the First World War.

In 1958, 300 more cherry trees were donated by Japanese consul
Muneo Tanabe as an "an eternal memory of good friendship between

our two nations."

The ornamental trees were planted along Cambie Boulevard, between

33rd and 49th avenues and in Queen Elizabeth Park.

When the park board did an audit of its street tree inventory in 1990,
nearly 36 per cent of the city's 89,000 street trees were of the

Prunus genus — the flowering plum and cherry tree.
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