
 The 2015 Rhode Island Cherry Blossom Festival weekend takes 
place Saturday, April 25 and Sunday, April 26. Events will happen 
along the Roosevelt Avenue aka Cherry Tree Lane, in Pawtucket 
and Central Falls, R.I.  

The Festival will once again host the annual Blackstone Valley 
Cherry Tree Running Festival, Sunday, April 26. The 5k and Half 
Marathon Road Races begins at 8 a.m. at City Hall on Roosevelt 
Ave., Pawtucket.

A portion of the proceeds from the race will be donated to support 
the maintenance and planting of cherry blossom trees along Roos-
evelt Avenue in Pawtucket and Central Falls.

For more information, visit www.richerryblossomfestival.com or 
call (401) 724-2200.

BUFFALO, N.Y. — The second 
annual Buffalo Cherry Blossom 
Festival will be held Sunday, May 
3 through Saturday, May 9 at the 
Japanese Garden of Buffalo. 

The Garden will host the hana-
mi (cherry blossom tree viewing). 
The Festival will include live mu-
sic, pink boat rides, a Japanese tea 
ceremony, a butoh (dance) perfor-
mance, a puppet show, a kimono/
costume show, a hinadan display, 
a parade, a tree planting and food 
trucks. 

The Japanese Garden of Buf-
falo, “a symbol of international 

peace, was a gift from the people 
of Kanazawa, our sister city in 
Japan. Kanazawa is home to Ken-
rokuen Garden, which began as 
part of an imperial palace and is 
a world famous Japanese Garden. 
The Japanese Garden of Buffalo is 
located in Delaware Park, a Fred-
rick Law Olmsted designed park,” 
the festival said in a statement. 

Entrance to the festival is free of 
charge. 

For more information, visit 
www.buffalocherryblossomfesti-
val.org or e-mail JapaneseGarde-
nofBuffalo@yahoo.com.

Buffalo hanami, festival runs from May 3-9

Rhode Island festival set for April 25-26 

VANCOUVER, B.C., Canada 
— The ninth annual Vancouver 
Cherry Blossom Festival runs 
from Thursday, April 2 through 
Wednesday, April 29.

According to the Festival, 
upcoming events include the 
Sakura Days Japan Fair Satur-
day, April 11 and Sunday, April 

12 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the 
VanDusen Botanical Garden, 
which is located at 5251 Oak St. 
in Vancouver, B.C.

The Blossom Bollywood meets 
Kite Dance takes place Saturday, 
April 18 from 1 to 2:30 p.m. at 
the Vancouver Art Gallery Plaza, 
which is located at 750 Hornby 

St. in Vancouver, B.C. 
The Kerrisdale Cherry Blos-

som Festival takes place Sunday, 
April 26 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at Centennial Park, Kerrisdale, 
which is located at 5898 Yew St., 
Vancouver, B.C.

For more information, visit 
http://vcbf.ca/. 

Vancouver to host a series of events throughout April 

Philadelphia to host week-long celebration in April

New Haven, Conn. to hold fest April 26 
NEW HAVEN, Conn. — The 

Historic Wooster Square Asso-
ciation will hold its 42nd annual 
Cherry Blossom Festival Sunday, 
April 26 from noon to 5 p.m. at 
Wooster Place. 

The cherry blossom tree plant-
ing, which will take place short-
ly after the event’s opening, is 
among the event’s highlights. 

According to the festival, the 
annual event commemorates the 
planting of 72 “Yoshino Japanese 
Cherry Blossom trees in 1973 by 

the New Haven Historic Com-
mission in collaboration with the 
New Haven Parks Department 
and residents of the neighbor-
hood. The Festival has grown 
from a modest event with a local 
band entertaining a handful of 
neighbors under lighted trees to 
a major New Haven all-afternoon 
event that draws well over 10,000 
visitors.”

For more information, visit 
http://www.historicwoostersquare.
org.

PHILADELPHIA — The Japan 
American Society of Greater Phila-
delphia will host the 2015 Subaru 
Cherry Blossom Festival from Mon-
day, April 6 through Sunday, April 12.

The festivities include international 
performances, arts and crafts vendors, 
and cosplay and anime. 

The Festival kicks off Monday, 
April 6 with Japanese Culture Week, 
which celebrates Japanese culture 
at Liberty Place, which is located at 
1650 Market St, Shops at Liberty 
Place. According to the Festival, each 
day will highlight different aspects of 
Japanese culture, including an Ikeba-
na (flower arranging) Installment to 
shogi (Japanese chess) masters teach-
ing people how to play the game. 

The celebration concludes with 
Sakura Sunday, an all-day event, 
taking place Sunday, April 12 at the 
Fairmount Park Horticulture Center, 
which is located at 100 North Horti-
cultural Dr. The day offers food, live 
music and dance, performances, ath-
letics, crafts and activities for all ages. 

Sakura Under the Stars, the Fes-
tival’s main fundraiser, will be held 
Saturday, April 11 from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
717 Chestnut St. Tickets can be pur-
chased for $100 for JASGP members 
and $120 for non-members.

For more information, visit www.
subarucherryblossom.org.

WASHINGTON — The Na-
tional Cherry Blossom Festival 
is well underway, having opened 
in March, and continuing through 
Sunday, April 12

The annual event celebrates the 
“gift of the cherry blossom trees, 
and the enduring friendship be-
tween the people of the United 
States and Japan,” the Festival’s 
Website states. The Festival “pro-
duces and coordinates daily events 

featuring diverse and creative pro-
gramming promoting traditional 
and contemporary arts and culture, 
natural beauty, and community 
spirit. Events are primarily free and 
open to the public.” 

Events DC presents the National 
Cherry Blossom Festival Parade® 
Saturday, April 11 from 10 a.m. to 
noon at Constitution Avenue (from 
7th to 17th streets, NW). 

Attendees can stand along the 

Parade route from Constitution 
Avenue between 9th and 15th 
streets, NW. The Festival suggests 
that people arrive early for the best 
views.

Tickets start at $20 for grand-
stand seating. Tickets: Individual 
(starting at $20) and group tickets 
(10 or more) are on sale.

For more information, visit 
http://www.nationalcherryblos-
somfestival.org. 

Washington boasts month-long celebration 

The 2015 Essex County Cherry 
Blossom Festival will take place Sat-
urday, April 11 through Wednesday, 
April 22, with one of the highlights 
being Bloomfest Sunday, April 19 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Essex 
County Branch Brook Park. The 
event will feature Japanese cultural 

demonstrations, children’s activities, 
live music, a crafter’s marketplace, 
food and more. 

For more information, visit 
http://www.essexcountyparks.
org/parks/branch-brook-park/
calendar/2015-essex-county-
cherry-blossom-festival. 

New Jersey’s fest set for April 11-22

BROOKLYN, N.Y. — The 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden will host 
its Sakura Matsuri Saturday, April 25 
to Sunday, April 26, from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m.. 

According to the garden, the fes-
tivities will include taiko (drums), a 
cosplay fashion show, tea ceremo-
nies, kabuki dance, samurai sword 

fighting, manga drawing, vintage 
kimono, bonsai plants, kids’ work-
shops, wagashi (sweets) and more. 

The garden is located at 150 East-
ern Parkway, 990 Washington Ave., 
Brooklyn, N ew York. 

For more information, visit http://
www.bbg.org/visit/event/sakura_
matsuri_2015.

Brooklyn Botanic Garden hosts a 
weekend of festivities April 25-26

photo courtesy of Blackstone 
Valley Tourism Council

Picnicking under the 1927 
cherry blossom trees

photo courtesy of the Japan American Society 
of Greater Philadelphia

FLOWER VIEWING — A statue of Abraham Lincoln looks over the 
Cherry Blossom Grove.
photo by Paula Hinz
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