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Bieber settles▶with photographer
Justin Bieber has settled a lawsuit 
by a photographer who accused 
the singer of kicking and punching 
him outside a Southern California 
shopping centre in 2012. Pho-
tographer Jose Osmin Hernandez 
Duran sued the Canadian pop star 
in 2013, saying the incident left 
him with severe emotional distress. 
Duran’s lawyer, Steven Madison, 
said Wednesday the case had been 
resolved but he couldn’t comment 
further. A trial had been scheduled 
to start Wednesday. Bieber was 
accused of attacking Duran while 
out with singer Selena Gomez, his 
girlfriend at the time.

Emerson death▶ruled suicide
A coroner’s official says the death 
of keyboardist Keith Emerson, 
co-founder of the seminal progres-
sive rock group Emerson, Lake and 
Palmer, has been ruled a suicide. 
Los Angeles coroner’s spokes-
man Ed Winter said Tuesday the 
determination was made after an 
autopsy showed Emerson shot 
himself in the head. He says there 
were also signs the 71-year-old 
had a heart condition. Emerson’s 
longtime partner found his body 
early Friday. Authorities suspected 
Emerson had shot himself but the 
determination did not become of-
ficial until after the autopsy.

Spotlight dialogue▶was ‘fictionalized’
The distributor of the Oscar-win-
ning film Spotlight has acknowl-
edged that filmmakers fabricated 
dialogue that made it appear as 
if a Boston College spokesman 
downplayed the extent of the 
Catholic priest sex abuse scandal. 
Jack Dunn, a top spokesman at the 
Catholic university, said he became 
physically ill when he saw the film 
and retained a lawyer to demand 
that the scene be removed. In 
announcing a legal settlement, 
Open Road Films said Spotlight 
contains “fictionalized dialogue 
that was attributed to Mr. Dunn 
for dramatic effect.” As part of the 
settlement, Open Road agreed to 
make donations in Dunn’s name 
to Boston-area charities. Dunn 
said Wednesday he felt vindicated. 
Dunn is portrayed in the film by 
Gary Galone.

Beals to be lead▶in Taken TV series
Jennifer Beals has been cast as 
the lead in a new series inspired 
by the Taken film series. The Flash-
dance actress joins Vikings actor 
Clive Standen in the upcoming 
NBC series, which will serve as a 
prequel to the popular movie tril-
ogy starring Liam Neeson. In 2008 
film Taken, Neeson plays Mills 
a retired CIA agent with a “very 
particular set of skills” who tracks 
down his daughter after she is 
abducted. Deadline.com says the 
series will follow a younger ver-
sion of Mills, played by Standen, 
before he was married or had chil-
dren, as he develops his wealth 
of expertise. Beals, 52, will star as 
Christina Hart, the special deputy 
director of National Intelligence 
who has taken Mills under her 
wing.

Police arrest▶art heist suspects
Authorities have arrested 13 
suspects in Italy and Moldova 
for the brazen armed robbery of 
17 paintings, including works by 
Tintoretto, Rubens and Mantegna, 
from Verona’s main art museum 
in November. Italian Carabinieri 
police on Wednesday identi-
fied one of the suspects as the 
guard who was on duty when 
three armed robbers entered the 
Castelvecchio Museum at clos-
ing time, just before the alarm 
system was activated. Eight of the 
suspects were arrested in Italy, 
the rest in Moldova. Authorities 
are still working on recovering the 
paintings, valued at about $16.5 
million.

Vancouver Cherry Blossom 
Festival 
March 24 to April 17 | Various venues
Info: vcbf.ca
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The Vancouver Cherry Blossom 
Festival, which gets underway 
March 24, is doing something 
extra special to mark the occa-
sion of its 10th anniversary. 

Organizers plan to fill a barge 
with 40 cherry trees in full bloom 
and moor it for an afternoon of 
free entertainment at Granville 
Island Public Market.

Members of Vancouver Met-
ropolitan Opera, Langley Uku-
lele Ensemble, Tetsu Taiko & 
Tzo’kam cross-cultural collabo-
ration, and yo-yo maestro Har-
rison Lee will perform.

The barge will head out at 8:30 
a.m. on April 16 from Crab Park
at the foot of Main Street and be
pulled by tug past Canada Place,
Stanley Park, English Bay to Sci-
ence World. Throughout the
short journey, drummers from
Chibi Taiko will be performing
on the barge.

The barge will arrive at Gran-
ville Island by 10:45 a.m. and 
the entertainment at the dock 
will go from noon to 2 p.m. The 
show will be repeated April 17 at 
the same time until the Blossom 
Barge returns to Crab Park. It is 
hoped a flotilla of dragon boats, 
rowers, yachts and other plea-
sure boats will accompany the 
barge.

The month-long festival starts, 
as usual, with a Cherry Jam, an 
exuberant celebration under 
cherry blossoms at the Burrard 
SkyTrain Station from noon to 
1:30 p.m. March 24. The festi-
val continues to April 17 — with 
the Blossom Barge event as the 
finale.

The goal of the festival hasn’t 
changed — its main aim is to get 
people to stop and appreciate the 
ephemeral, transitory beauty of 
the fragile cherry blossoms. 

Linda Poole started the festival 
in 2006 as a way of promoting a 
greater awareness of the beauty 
of spring — cherry blossoms in 
particular, but also as a way to 
bring people together to picnic 
and celebrate Vancouver’s great 
multicultural heritage.

“We always like the words of 
Japanese poet Kobayashi Issa, 
‘There is no stranger under the 
cherry tree,’ ” Poole says.

“Spring is special all around 
the world, but in Vancouver it 
is extra special because of our 

fabulous cherry trees,” she says. 
“Unfortunately, not everyone 

gets it. I think we tend to take it 
all for granted. But no other city 
in Canada has what we have.” 

Highlights of the festival will 
again include guided cherry tree 
walks, talks, Sakura Days Japan 
Fair at VanDusen Botanical Gar-
den, Plein-Air Blossom Painting 
sessions, haiku poetry competi-
tion and Sakura Illumination, 
the lighting up of cherry trees at 
Queen Elizabeth Park. 

There will also be an opportu-
nity to Bike the Blossoms, where 
participants can ride their bikes 
on a special route to see cherry 
blossoms at their best.

Dates and times for all these 
events can be found at the festi-
val’s website, vcbf.ca.

The website also contains a 

daily updated, interactive map 
showing the best locations to see 
cherry blossoms as they come 
into bloom during the month.

In Metro Vancouver, at least 45 
varieties of ornamental cherry 
trees have been planted over the 
last few decades. 

There are at least 18,000 
street trees along with 13,000 
ornamental plum trees, which 
often get mistaken for cherry 
blossoms.

In Vancouver, there are three 
key blooming seasons for cherry 
trees: early blooming (Janu-
ary to March), mid-blooming 
(March to April) and late bloom-
ing (April to May).

In the early blooming category, 
there are nine key cultivars, most 
of which are varieties of Prunus 
subhirtella. Best in this group 

are Whitcomb and Accolade. 
In the mid-season group, there 

are 26 cultivars. Most outstand-
ing are Akebono, Yae-Beni-shi-
dare and Snow Goose.

In the late-blooming category, 
there are 17 key varieties, includ-
ing Kanzan, the most extensively 
planted cherry tree on Vancou-
ver streets, as well as top culti-
vars, Ukon and Shirofugen. 

The Cherry Blossom Festival is 
also still offering four-year-old 
cherry trees at a bargain price 
($49.99) as a way to mark its 
10th anniversary. 

A “birthday blossoms” tree 
can be purchased through the 
festival’s website and collected 
between April 30 and May 1 at 
VanDusen Botanical Garden. 

swhysall@postmedia.com 

events

Barging in on the blossoms
cherry trees will float on a barge from crab Park to Granville Island

nick Procaylo/PnG

Linda Poole, director of the Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival, with blooms at Burrard SkyTrain Station, 
the site of the launch of the festival next Thursday.
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“Blazingly truthful production”
—Time Out Chicago

By David Lindsay-Abairey y
STARRING COLLEEN WHEELER

STARTS MARCH 24!

TICKETS: 604 602 0363 I vanrecital.com

Tickets
Start at$25

BRYN TERFEL bass-baritone
Wed May 4 at 7:30pm I ORPHEUM THEATRE

One of the world’s vocal superstars comes
to Vancouver for one performance only!

SEASON SPONSOR: SUPPORTED BY:CONCERT SPONSOR:

“All hail to
colossus of the

world stage”
- The Telegraph
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