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Cherry Blos

Light, music, dancers. and more will elevate this year's blossoms be

> BY ALEXANDER VARTY

herry-blossom viewing must

be some kind of Zen, con-

templative thing, right?
Well, yes and no.

“The traditional idea of it being a
meditative and thoughtful experi-
ence is kind of like cultural propa-
ganda, for lack of a proper term,” says
Stuart Ward of Hfour, the “experien-
tial studio” responsible for lighting
up Vancouver's annual Cherry Blos-
som Festival. “You go to Japan dur-
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Coast take on the Japanes

som Festival illuminates

yond mere viewing into immersive art

in white light, or yellowish-white
light, so that people can sec them.
But, doing projection and light art,
1 was inspired by the blossoms as a
potential canvas for projections and
illumination, and decided ‘Oh, we
should see if we could take the core
idea of cherry-blossom viewing at
night and transform it into a more
artful experience—a more experien-
tial thing than just having some food
and drinks under the illuminated
trees.’ So we'll have colourful light,
projected light, a team of dancers led
by a choreographer [Heather Laura
Grayl, and a soundtrack related 1o

that we'll be playing in an
ambient way. It’s a celebration of the

‘multicultural perspectiv :
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1o April 23, this year's Vancouver Cherry
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Having previously lived in Japan
for “half a decade”, Ward is happy to
tell us about the origins of cherry-
blossom viewing. It began, he ex-
plains, as a rural and somewhat
bacchanalian custom honouring the
disappearance of snow on the moun-
tain passes. Think The Rife of Spring,
but with kimonos. “No people cou 1d
come or go from their village for the
duration of winter,” he says, “s0 the
melting of the snow and the arrival
of the cherry blossoms was a big
celebration. ‘Oh, we can go and visit
the neighbouring village again. We
can go and engage in commerce and
trade again.’”

What Ward can't tell you is just
when or even where his Spring Lights
Ilumination event will take place
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having lo create new things. So we ve
gradually become a little bit no: 1
| still think it all goes back lo the
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Inclement weather means that the
2017 edition of the VCBF. which runs
until April 23, might be well unde:
way before the first cherry flowers
show their pretty pink heads. Here
though. are three ways to whet your
anticipation for the big bloom lo come

asting the annual bloom has

Forec
and

always been an inexact science.
this year's wacky weather patterns
haven't helped. Fortunately, Hfour
and the Vancouver Cherry Blossom
Festival have a secret weapon

“We were initially planning on do
ing March 31 and April 1, at Queen
Elizabeth Park—but, as you can tell
by the weather, that's definitely not
happening,” he reveals. “But there’s
this guy, Joseph [Lin]. He’san elderly
gentleman, and from about February
on he's got a series of plum trees and
early-blooming cherry trees, and
for the past couple of decades he’s
been monitoring them. Like clock-
work, when they start to bloom he
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we should be targeting the 21st which plays the music of western
22nd of April, so.it kecps getting Mexico? The VCBF is not a celebralion
pushed back a little bit.” of Japanese culture. says Pooie. but™a

Keep an eye on the Vancouver celebration of beauty
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“I'm hoping that this becomes
a cultural thing in the city.” Ward
says. “'Oh, it’s spring and the cherry
blossoms are out. Let’s go to the il
Juminations! Wonder where thats
happening this year?” And ideally,
itll be on for the entire duration of

the bloom.”

» According to Poole. Vancouver
home 1o "43.000 cherry lrees and
54 different cullivars”. with the mes!
popular being the Kwanzan che
variety first bred in China Learn more
cherry facts via the VCBF's Tree Talks &
Walks, scheduled to take place atvare

The Vancouver Cherry Blossom Fes- ous Vancouver parks once th

tival takes place at various locations begins. Again, see Wi veblca
from Thursday (March 30) to April 23,  dates and times.

For a full schedule and breaking blos- . ALEXANDER VARTY
som news, visit www.vebl.ca/.
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