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Dear Point Grey Residents,
March is that awkward month between wonderful, beautiful summer and harsh, 
frigid winter. It might still be cold and wet, but evenings are longer, flowers may be 
blooming and the eternal optimism of  spring is in the air. 

Spring is about getting back outdoors, taking weekend mini-breaks and planning 
summer vacations. Some important dates to remember in March include 
International Women’s Day on the 8th, St. Patrick’s Day on the 17th, the first day  
of  spring on the 19th and Earth Day on the 28th.

Most importantly, spring ushers in new growth, new possibilities and fresh hopes. 
A chance to witness the incredible transition of  seasons as the world bursts open 
in all new ways. 

Richard Forzley, Content Coordinator

HEATHER CONTANT
778-996-7283 

heathercontant@outlook.com 
heathercontant.com

CAROLINE MUSSELLI
Certified Sommelier

Liberty Wine Merchants Point Grey
604-224-8050

caroline@libertywinemerchants.com

Enjoy all the comforts of home. 
Let me show you how. 

LET’S CONNECT

778-996-7283

heathercontant@outlook.com

heathercontant.com

To learn more about becoming an Expert Contributor, 
contact Kris Kirchen at 262-336-3604 or 

kkirchen@bestversionmedia.com

Make your business a priority.
Contact the publisher of this magazine  
for more information.  

“Everything is blooming most recklessly; if  it were 
voices instead of  colours, there would be an  

unbelievable shrieking into the heart of  the night.”  
– Letters of  Rainer Maria Rilke 
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Linda Poole’s  
Not So Secret Passion

By Richard Forzley
The magnificent beauty of  the cherry blossom has 
inspired poets and painters to explore its fleeting moment 
of  glory for centuries. Since 2006, Vancouver’s Cherry 
Blossom Festival (April 2-26) has fostered a community 
of  ardent aficionados of  the gorgeous blooms by 
encouraging us all to discover the 43,000 cherry trees 
lining Vancouver’s streets, and to immortalize them 
through arts and cultural expressions in music, dance, 
theatre, film, visual and digital arts, literature and 
photography. 

Linda Poole, Founder and Executive Director of  the 
Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival (vcbf.ca), says she is 
often asked “ … how did you ever come up with the idea 
to start the Festival? My husband and I lived abroad for 
13 years and every spring I missed the glorious flowering 
cherry trees at home in Vancouver. A Japanese diplomat 
friend, Knobu-san, shared stories about the age-old 
Sakura Festivals of  Japan which sparked my imagination. 
Since Vancouver’s flowering cherry trees originated as gifts 
from Japan, creating a cherry blossom festival seemed the 
perfect way to express our gratitude for their generous 
gift and to celebrate the beauty and joy the trees bring to 
everyone in neighbourhoods across the entire city.” 

 

Every year since the early 1930s, a pink wave washes over 
the city marking the beginning of  spring and inspires 
Vancouverites to celebrate their love affair with the 
soul-stirring flowering plum and cherry trees that line 
our streets and grace our parks. Originally a gift from 
the mayors of  both Kobe and Yokohama, the first 500 
cherry trees were designated for planting at the Japanese 
cenotaph in Stanley Park to honour Japanese Canadians 
who served in WWI. As the impact of  cherry tree 
plantings began to reshape the city’s landscape, we were 
smitten by their beauty as they heralded spring’s arrival 
each year.  

With the help of  a passionate board, Linda founded the 
Festival’s not-for-profit society in 2005 and launched 
the first full-fledged event in 2006. “Our objectives 
included public education, citywide viewing programs by 
walking and by bike, multicultural musical performances, 
exhibitions and installations – mostly all free.

“I believe in the power of  the cherry blossom,” Linda 
says. “It’s appreciating the beauty in life and every fleeting 
moment that makes life worth living. In our universal 
response to their beauty, we are united. Especially during 
these times, we need to connect to nature. Reminiscent 
of  the famous Issa haiku, ‘there is no stranger under 
the cherry tree,’ the ephemeral nature of  the blossoms 
reminds us to seize the moment and celebrate life now. It 
is my unfailing belief  in all of  this that has kept me going 
with this beautiful Festival.” 

Specific programs offered by the Cherry Blossom 
Festival include ‘Bike the Blossoms’, or guided walking 
tours of  ‘Festival favourites,’ or Vancouverites get even 
more involved as Cherry Scouts by locating, identifying, 
photographing, recording and sharing their favourites. The 
general public can locate in-bloom cherry trees to view by 
sourcing the online, up-to-date Cherry Blossom Viewing 
Map, covering the 23 neighbourhoods of  Vancouver and 
some of  the suburbs. Also available is an Ornamental 
Cherries in Vancouver field guide, available online and 

in the VanDusen Botanical Garden Shop, meant to help 
everyone notice the beauty around them. It’s an invaluable 
aid for learning about the fifty-four different cultivars of  
ornamental cherries in the city. 

“I grew up in Alberta in the small rural community of  
Namao (11 miles north of  Edmonton), the youngest of  
four children, where I enjoyed the freedom of  being able 
to roam the countryside and explore nature. Everyone 
knew [our] family and so we were very cared for and safe.” 

Given the nature of  small town living, Linda has a very 
strong sense of  community. “The Cherry Blossom 
Festival is when beautiful things happen and it has an 
amazing ability to open up our hearts, allowing us to be 
more in touch with our feelings and connect with other 
people,” she says. “The transcendent beauty of  the cherry 
blossom reminds us to be mindful and present and 
inspires us to take actions that help make a better world 
for loved ones yet to come.

“I studied Education at the University of  Alberta and 
UBC, changing my major to theatre with the goal of  
using theatre in education. As Artistic Director of  the 
Cherry Blossom Festival, I’ve been able to use my training 
in Music and Theatre to create opportunities to explore 
the creative process with other artists and to share the 

Cherry blossoms have a way of  
opening our hearts. So when 
you’re cherry blossom gazing, 
remember there is no stranger 
under the cherry tree and make 
a new friend while you take in 
their beauty. 
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resulting new work with an audience. 

“I believe the arts should be accessible to everyone so 
the Festival offers a variety of  low/no cost opportunities 
for people of  all ages. We connect the audience through 
dynamic and vibrant arts and culture productions, 
inspiring the artist in us all.”

After graduation, Linda moved to Vancouver where her 
sister Jo was living. “After regular family visits, I longed 
to live with Vancouver’s cherry blossoms, beaches and 
snow-capped mountains, so I moved here to work for 
Pacific Western Airlines and continued to enjoy six years 
of  airline discounted travel around the world. 

“I left Vancouver in 1972 to live in a small fishing village 
in Ireland called Dingle then moved on to Henley on 
Thames where I worked for the Office of  the President 
for Tupperware Europe Africa Middle East. When I finally 
returned to Vancouver, I worked for Carousel Theatre, the 
Arts Club and the VSO and founded DRAMAWORKS 
for young people in the lyrical setting of  Klee Wyck, West 
Vancouver.“

Linda met her husband Christopher at a birthday party 
she hosted at her home at the time in Kits Point. “Chris 
grew up in Vancouver but was new in town as he’d just 
been seconded from the Department of  Foreign Affairs 
International Trade (now Global Affairs) to work for 
Grace McCarthy.” They married in March 1992. 

“When I travelled with my husband to our first posting 
together in Kuwait City, I brought DRAMAWORKS 
with me to the Arab children at Bayt Lothan (which was 
another special place and a safe haven for sailors coming 
in from the Persian Gulf). I enjoyed our two-year posting 
so much that I opted to extend for a second two-year 
term to this [so-called] hardship post. 

“I volunteered as the Embassy’s Cultural Attaché creating 
a number of  programs, including an important major 
exhibition called “Dualities” by Canadian artist Gerry 
Grey on the invasion of  Kuwait in which she juxtaposed 
the destruction of  war and the destruction caused by 

nature in Canada. As well, I launched “Roots & Shoots” in 
the Middle East for Dr. Jane Goodall.” 

Outside of  her passion for her work with the Festival, 
Linda plays tennis at Jericho Tennis Club, “ … which is 
about the only sport I follow on TV as it’s hard for me to 
keep still to watch hours of  TV sports,” she says. “I love 
biking and walking Spanish Banks west as well as east to 
Kits Beach, especially down by the water when the tide is 
out. As gardening is a hobby of  mine, I volunteer every 
year for the Heritage Society Garden Tour.  

“I have an adorable Old English Sheepdog puppy named 
Sir Balthazar Snow Bear of  Bennerly Bobtail Kennels 
Dublin or Balthazar/Buffy for short, who I brought to 
Vancouver. And now we have Ali Cat, a ginger cat who 
adopted us and is very social, often introducing us to more 
and more neighbours as he’s forever getting out of  his 
collar. He is so social he’s even been known to turn up at 
people’s parties! 

“I love our friendly neighbourhood, especially when I 
garden in my front garden and can talk to local residents 
as well as visitors to the neighbourhood who have 
increased greatly ever since the Point Grey Greenway 
opened,” Linda says. “I love being near the ocean and 
being able to see our mountains and Stanley Park. 

@mrlube MrLubeCanada mrlube.com2850 Arbutus Street, Vancouver, corner of Arbutus & 12th Ave.
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“We try to be connected to our local community and 
hosted our first annual Blenheim Block Party last 
September which turned out to be a big hit for everyone. 
The young boys across the street created adorable 
invitations and new neighbours from Mexico asked their 
family to send up colourful fiesta Mexican picado banners 
to hang from the trees to identify our gathering.” 

This focus on bringing people together was the initial 

impetus in 2006 when Linda first had the idea for the 
Cherry Blossom Festival. “I wanted to do something that 
would bring communities together, something that would 
get people to stop and appreciate the beautiful blossoms 
and give us all a reason to come together to celebrate the 
joy of  life for a moment.

“In Japan, where all this appreciation of  the delicate, 
transitory cherry blossom began, coming together to look 
at the flowers is called “hanami.” All across Japan from 
March to May, people party under the blossoming cherry 
trees where the partying can go on all day and into the 
night when lanterns are hung in the trees to provide illu-
mination.” The Festival encourages us all to take advan-
tage of  the two short weeks in March-April when the trees 
are at their best and enjoy our parks to picnic, play games, 
tell stories, and dance beneath the canopy of  flowers.

The main goal of  the festival is to get us to stop and 
appreciate the beauty of  the cherry trees in bloom, hoping 
that this kind of  introspection will help us all gain a fresh 
perspective on the truly important things in life.

At the heart of  the Cherry Blossom Festival is the desire 
to bring people together, to make us take a moment to 
breathe and to adopt a fresh perspective on life amid the 
speed of  the world we live in today.

Photo by Karen Stewart Photo by Joseph LinPhoto courtesy of  Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival’s Photo Contest
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By Dr. Patricia Porter

All parents want their children to do well in school. They 
know that a successful school career leads to a life with 
good career opportunities and job fulfilment. So they try 
to help. Parents help with homework, pay for tutoring, buy 
workbooks and smart phones – all in an effort to improve 
their child’s learning.

Unfortunately, many parents are wasting their time, money 
and energy by guessing what support to offer rather than 
discovering the type of  support that meets their child’s 
learning needs and that will increase their child’s learning 
ability.

Imagine if  your doctor he took a wild guess at what was 
wrong with you rather than getting the information he 
needed to prescribe the best medicine! Chances are that 
you might never get well and the medicine he gives you 

might make things worse!

It is the same with schoolchildren. I know that parents 
think they are doing all they can to help their children 
learn but, in fact, when a parent guesses what support 
a child needs he or she could be preventing their child 
learning.

I’ve seen so many situations where parents are paying for 
tutoring, or buying expensive learning resources or helping 
with homework. The child ends up confused and upset 
and the parents become frustrated and stressed when 
nothing seems to work.

And it needn’t be that way.

After over 35 years as a classroom teacher, ten years as a 
researcher and after working with hundreds of  parents 
who were concerned about their child’s education I have 
discovered the three simple steps that parents can use 

to guarantee that they are giving their child the type of  
support that leads to school success.

And here they are - the three D’s – Decide, Discover, 
Deliver.

STEP 1: Decide
You need decide to stop guessing what support you’ll give 
your child and start discovering the type of  support that 
matches your child’s unique learning needs.

There are four stages of  learning – having the motivation 

to learn, knowing how to learn, making sense of  school 
and moving to mastery. Each stage in the learning process 
requires a different type of  support. It is no use trying to 
help your child move to mastery when he or she doesn’t 
know how to learn or doesn’t have the motivation to 
learn.

Decide whether your child needs help with motivation, 
learning skills, adaptations to the way they are being taught 
or help with a specific subject. Then you know what type 
of  support will make a difference.

There is a link on my site to a free diagnostic assessment 
that can help you with this.

STEP 2: Discover
Next you need to discover how your child learns best. 
Children learn in different ways. If  your child is Picture 
Smart – he or she learns best by looking at diagrams and 
flow charts – treating him or her like a child who is Word 
Smart and likes everything explained to them isn’t going 
to work. You are going to get frustrated and your child 
will be upset.

When you discover how your child learns best – and it 
may be very different from how you learn best – then you 
make sure that the support you offer is going to be both 
effective and efficient.

Is your child a chatterbox? He could be a Word Smart 
learner. Or does your child like to doodle and draw 
(Picture Smart) or make collections of  interesting stones 
or shells (Nature Smart). Or….

STEP 3: Deliver
Lastly you have to deliver the support your child needs. 
You know the ‘what’ and the ‘how’, now all you need are 
proven practical strategies that you can use quickly and 
easily.

You may need to ask for ideas, you may need to rethink 
how you are supporting your child’s education, you may 
need to step back, take a deep breath and let go of  the 
stress you are feeling.

Believe me, it’s all good. When parents follow these three 
steps I have seen family life become happier and kids leap 
ahead with their ability to learn.

And isn’t that what we all want? 

Dr. Patricia Porter has more than 35 years of  experience 
as a classroom teacher and ten years as a researcher. She 
has worked with hundreds of  parents with concerns 
about education and how best to achieve school success. 
For more information, contact her at drpatriciaporter@
leadingtolearning.com

Three Steps
To Your Child’s Success In School
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Calendar of Events
To March 29 

Playing With Fire: Ceramics of the Extraordinary 
Museum of  Anthropology

6393 NW Marine Drive
In this group exhibition 11 BC-based artists have created 
a series of  installations of  ceramic works that comment 
on the state of  the world around us. Featuring the work of  
Judy Chartrand, Ying-Yueh Chuang, Gathie Falk, Jeremy 
Hatch, Ian Johnston, David Lambert, Glenn Lewis, Alywn 
O’Brien, Bill Rennie, Debra Sloan and Brendan Tang, The 
collection of  works tempts viewers to approach closer and 
discover that nothing is quite as it appears. Individually, the 
pieces appear to be nostalgic, humorous, fragile, beautiful 
or unassuming, but closer inspection reveals provocative 
commentary on issues like social injustice, racism, identity 
and censorship. There are many layers of  technical prowess 
and symbolic power to uncover in these sculptures, 
superbly demonstrating clay’s infinite artistic possibilities. 
moa.ubc.ca
 

To March 29 
The House at Pooh Corner 

Carousel Theatre for Young People 
Waterfront Theatre

1412 Cartwright Street, Granville Island 
Tickets $35-$18 

Winnie-the-Pooh and his friends are joined by their beloved 
Christopher Robin, embarking on a string of  engaging 
adventures. The charm of  the friendships shared in this 
beautiful stage adaptation of  A.A. Milne's book blend 
enchanting puppetry and wonderful music, creating a story 
that transports audiences right into the Hundred Acre 
Wood! For ages 3 to 8. carouseltheatre.ca 

To April 5
Out of Concealment

Bill Reid Gallery of  Northwest Coast Art
639 Hornby Street

This solo exhibition features the work of  Haida artist, 
performer, activist and lawyer Terri-Lynn Williams-
Davidson. Female Supernatural Beings of  Haida Gwaii are 
re-imagined through photomontages, film, and sound to 
convey origin stories and oral traditions from the Haida 
Nation. Passed on from generation to generation, these 
important narratives illustrate Haida laws, values, customs, 
rituals and relationships with earthly and metaphysical 
realms. billreidgallery.ca
 

To May 10 
Ship's Company: The Royal Canadian  

Navy at Work & Play 
Vancouver Maritime Museum 

1905 Ogden Avenue 
Admission: $13.50 adults/$11 seniors/free for members

See the photography of  Kathryn Mussallem celebrating the 
diverse humanity of  Canadian naval forces. This exhibition 
captures action-packed drills, sailors focused on their 
work, light-hearted antics at sea and on land, emotional 
homecomings and the everyday in-between moments. 
vancouvermaritimemuseum.com/exhibit/ships- 
company-royal-canadian-navy-work-play 
 

To July 24 
Teatro Intimo Del Flamenco 

1502 Duranleau Street
Granville Island

Saturdays at 3 pm & 5 pm | Admission: $12 
The one-hour production features live traditional flamenco 
music, dance, storylines, puppetry and magic performed 
by the Karen Flamenco Dance Company. This young 
and innovative dance company will also perform classical 
and modern pieces along with compositions from Bizet, 
Tchaikovsky, Mozart, as well as variety of  contemporary 
music. teatrointimodelflamenco.com 
 

March 4-7
Romeo + Juliet

Ballet BC
Queen Elizabeth Theatre

650 Hamilton Street | 8 pm
Ballet BC returns to this iconic story set to Sergei 
Prokofiev's score and choreographed by Medhi Walerski, an 
original voice in international dance. With evocative set and 
lighting design by Dutch designer Theun Mosk, Walerski 
conjures a thought-provoking and contemporary approach 
to the familiar story of  Romeo + Juliet. balletbc.com
 

March 6-8
2020 Festival du Bois

Mackin Park
1046 Brunette Avenue, Coquitlam

The festival invites you to Maillardville, the cradle of  
francophone culture in BC. Come experience a taste of  the 
community’s rich roots and traditions, featuring lively music 
and dance by artists from across the country in concerts 
and workshops. Hear both traditional and new French 

Canadian and francophone folk, world and original music. 
Enjoy on-site activities, sample delicious food and revel in 
an ambiance of  welcome. festivaldubois.ca
 

March 6-28
Vancouver International Dance Festival 2020

Various locations
The festival (VIDF) presents extraordinary contemporary 
dance performances at various venues throughout 
Vancouver, featuring a diverse offering of  free and paid 
events. The dance presentations range from the slow 
introspection of  butoh to the dynamic precision of  
ballet and includes works from Ferenc Fehér Hungary), 
inDANCE (Toronto), ICHIGO-ICHIEH (Nelson), and 
local favourites Shay Kuebler/Radical System Art, Olivia 
Shaffer, Kokoro Dance and many more. vidf.ca
 

March 7 & 8
West Van Run

Annual 5KM & 10KM Run/Walk in West Vancouver 
featuring events on both Saturday and Sunday.
westvanrun.com
 

March 8
International Women’s Day

Every year on March 8, thousands of  events are held 
throughout the world to inspire women and celebrate 
achievements. A global web of  rich and diverse local 
activity connects women from all around the world, ranging 
from political rallies, business conferences, government 
activities and networking events, as well as local women’s 
craft markets, theatrical performances, fashion parades 
and more. The City celebrates this day by highlighting 
issues of  importance to local women, and by highlighting 
the important roles women in our communities play. 
plancanada.ca/IWD
 

March 8
Run for Rural Medicine

Jericho Beach Park
The 16th annual Run for Rural Medicine charity organized 
by students of  UBC’s Faculty of  Medicine with a chip-
timed 5/10 km run/walk. All proceeds from this charitable 
event will be donated to Hope Air to help Canadians in 
financial need receive free travel to medical care far from 
home. ruralrun.wordpress.com
 

St. Patrick’s Day Weekend Events
March 13

CelticFest 2020 Ceilidh Mor – a St. Patrick’s Day party 
and dance at the Hellenic Community Centre at 4500 
Arbutus Street in Vancouver.

March 14 
Vancouver Welsh Men’s Choir – a concert by 
Vancouver’s largest all-male choir at Christ Church 

Cathedral at 690 Burrard Street. Tickets cost $15-40.
St. Patrick’s Day 5K Run – a colourfully-green race 
around Stanley Park.

March 15
Vancouver Welsh Men’s Choir – a concert by 
Vancouver’s largest all-male choir at the ACT Theatre in 
Maple Ridge. Tickets cost $15-30.

St. Patrick’s at Lonsdale Quay – the Eire Born Irish 
Dancers and North Shore Celtic Ensemble perform 
at Lonsdale Quay in North Vancouver. (Details to be 
confirmed.) vancouversbestplaces.com/st-patricks- 
in-vancouver/

March 20
Persian New Year Fire Festival

Ambleside Park
1150 Marine Drive, West Vancouver

5-10:30 pm | Admission: $10
The Persian New Year, or Norooz or Nowruz, is celebrated 
with a concert, fires and festivities. Vancouver’s North 
Shore has a large Iranian population and in good years as 
many as 10,000 to 15,000 people turn out for the West 
Vancouver celebrations. The Persian New Year event 
in West Vancouver offers the Lower Mainland’s best 
opportunity to experience Persian culture, New Year’s 
celebrations and even a bit of  Persian rock and roll. 
Nowruz festivities include Persian music, food, dancing 
and fire jumping. As with every year, all are welcome and 
thousands turn out. vancouversbestplaces.com/events-
calendar/festivals-and-events/persian-new-year/
 

 March 20 & 21
RUBBERBANDance Group

Vancouver Playhouse
600 Hamilton Street

Montreal-based company RUBBERBANDance presents 
choreographer Victor Quijada’s work with ten performers 
and live music by composer/DJ Jasper Gahunia and 
violinist William Lamoureux. dancehouse.ca
 

March 25-29
Vancouver International Auto Show
Vancouver Convention Centre Wet

1055 Canada Place
The Auto Show is Western Canada’s best attended consum-
er show and one of  Western North America’s premier au-
tomotive exhibition events. The history of  the automobile 
in British Columbia provides a road map for the develop-
ment of  communities throughout the province; from north 
to south and east to west the industry has touched every 
corner. Just as the arrival of  train travel allowed cities to 
grow, the personal automobile has helped British Columbia 
to become far more than a port gateway. BC is one of  the 
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Do you have an event coming up? Submit your  
local or community event announcements  

to rforzley@bestversionmedia.com
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to lead into local hands. Apply today!
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for business professionals who are looking
for a place to exercise influence in the
community and share their talent.
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2. Work with local business owners
3. Create your own schedule while owing
your own business
4. Unlimited earning potential with the highest
incomes in the industry

Submit resumé to opportunities@bestversionmedia.com

Best Version Media is one of the top ten fastest-growing private media companies in North America.
www.BestVersionMedia.com

best places to live in the world and our love affair with the 
automobile can be seen throughout this amazing province 
with long-standing dealer retail outlets selling a variety of  
brands for over 100 years. The 100th Anniversary Show be-
gins with a procession through the city and features vehicles 
from each decade of  the Vancouver Auto Show. vancou-
verinternationalautoshow.com
 

March 25-April 5
FourPlay 2020

Studio 58/Langara College
100 West 49th Avenue

Admission: $12.50
This is the 13th year of  this popular festival of  one-act 
plays, featuring original work by Studio 58 students and 
recent graduates, under the tutelage of  award-winning 
playwright Aaron Bushkowsky. In two exciting programs, 
directed by four of  BC’s best directors, the playwrights 
delve into contemporary themes with a sharp eye and fresh 
voice. langara.ca/studio-58/
 

March 27-29
Vancouver South African Film Festival

Co-presented with SFU Woodward’s Cultural Programs
Goldcorp Centre for the Arts

149 Hastings Street
The Vancouver South African Film Festival presents feature 
films and documentaries that explore the culture, history 
and politics of  South Africa – films that inspire, inform, 
and entertain. This is a non-profit event organized entirely 
by volunteers with all proceeds going to support the 
educational development work done by Education without 
Borders in South Africa since 2002. vsaff.org
 

March 28
Count down to Earth Hour

8:30 pm local time
Switch off  your lights and #Connect2Earth to draw at-
tention to wildlife loss in Canada and around the world. In 
Canada, populations of  more than one-half  of  monitored 
species have already declined by 83 per cent on average 
since 1970. Globally, we’re on track to lose 67 per cent of  
wildlife populations by 2020. The causes? Habitat loss, pol-
lution, unsustainable harvest, invasive species and climate 
change, which risks causing one in six species to go extinct.

This year, when you turn out the lights, show that you want 
to reverse the decline of  wildlife and visit Connect2Earth.
org to share what wildlife and nature means to you.

To help reverse wildlife decline, WWF-Canada works 
toward:
• Meaningful marine and coastal protections
• Healthy freshwater ecosystems
• Responsible development solutions that conserve wildlife
• Low-impact sustainable fisheries

• Renewable energy expansion without conflict with 
wildlife

• Doubling wild tiger population by 2022
• Engaging Canadians to protect nature
connect2earth.org
 

April 2-26
Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival 

Locations throughout Vancouver
Petal by Petal...There's more to experience than just 
their beauty... The festival celebrates spring and connects 
our communities through a variety of  family-friendly, 
free community events, including local multicultural 
performances, hands-on arts and literary creations, amazing 
food experiences, picnicking under cherry blossoms, a 
spectacular evening cherry blossom illumination and more.
 The festival is the city’s signature springtime event and 
annual celebration of  cherry blossoms inspired by the age-
old Japanese cultural tradition of  hanami (flower viewing). 
“There is no stranger under the cherry tree,” welcomes 
inclusion, participation and celebration of  all community 
groups. The transcendent beauty of  the cherry blossom 
reminds us to be mindful and present in the moment to 
fully enjoy every fleeting moment. vcbf.ca

April 25-26
Still/Falling

April 25 @ 2 pm & 7 pm & April 26 @ 2 pm
Green Thumb Theatre | Waterfront Theatre

1412 Cartwright Street, Granville Island
Admission: Adults $35, Seniors/Students $29,  

Young People (Ages 3-18 years) $18
This production is a realistic, honest and bitingly funny 
look at the difference between teen angst and mental illness. 
Still/Falling explores one young woman’s experience with 
anxiety and depression, and her journey to rise above it 
with as much strength, and as few scars, as possible. Public 
performances will be paired with panel discussions led by 
professional mental health workers and advocates. Resource 
materials will be available to audiences. Recommended for 
ages 12 and older. carouseltheatre.ca

April 26 
VanDusen Plant Sale

VanDusen Botanical Garden
5151 Oak Street 

10 am-4 pm | Free
The 42nd annual plant sale with more than 30,000 plants 
for sale with all proceeds going to the Garden in support of  
its Education programs. Bring your wagon or wheelbarrow.
vandusengarden.org/events/42nd-annual-plant-sale/
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Directions
1. Preheat oven to 350°.

2. In a large bowl, cream butter, sugar, eggs and vanilla until light and fluffy.

3. In a separate bowl, whisk together flour, cocoa, baking soda and salt. Add 
to wet ingredients and mix until not quite combined, with a few streaks 
of  flour remaining. 

4. Stir in chocolate chips.

5. Place approximately 2 Tbsp. of  dough per cookie on an ungreased cookie 
sheet. Bake 8 to 10 minutes. Let cool slightly, then transfer to a wire rack 
to cool completely. 

By Madison Farkas

DOUBLE  
CHOCOLATE C O O K I E S

A holiday tradition in my family for as long as I can remember, these cookies are perfect for dipping in milk. 

You can substitute different chip flavours if  you want, but I think these are by far the best.

Ingredients
• 1 cup butter, softened

• 1½ cup sugar

• 2 eggs

• 2 tsp. vanilla extract

• 2 cups flour

• 2/3 cup cocoa powder

• 3/4 tsp. baking soda

• 1/2 tsp. salt

• 2 cups mint chocolate chips
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PRESIDENT CLUB

Royal Pacific Realty, Airport Square Office, 100-1200 W 73rd Ave, Vancouver, BC V6P 6G5

CALL FOR A COMPLIMENTARY MARKET EVALUATION 免费估价 604.722.1298
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Real Estate Listings, Point Grey
ADDRESS LISTING PRICE

3719 SELKIRK ST, VANCOUVER .........................................................$23,800,000

3937 OSLER ST, VANCOUVER ..............................................................$14,567,890

4608 NW MARINE DR, VANCOUVER ...............................................$14,980,000 

5588 CHURCHILL ST, VANCOUVER ..................................................$10,988,000 

4677 SIMPSON AVE, VANCOUVER ...................................................... $9,980,000

4232 W 8TH AVE, VANCOUVER............................................................. $8,680,000 

1511 BARCLAY ST, VANCOUVER .......................................................... $6,980,000

1521  BARCLAY ST, VANCOUVER ......................................................... $6,980,000

1531  BARCLAY ST, VANCOUVER .......................................................$17,980,000

ADDRESS LISTING PRICE

4175 CROWN CRES, VANCOUVER ....................................................... $7,480,000

4376 ALEXANDRA ST, VANCOUVER .................................................. $6,980,000

738 W 54TH AVE, VANCOUVER............................................................. $5,900,000

1690 WESTERN PARKWAY, VANCOUVER ........................................ $5,567,000

4580 W 1ST AVE, VANCOUVER .............................................................. $3,988,000

1755 W 68TH AVE, VANCOUVER .......................................................... $3,980,000

3884 W 26TH AVE, VANCOUVER .......................................................... $3,480,000  

4166 W KING EDWARD AVE, VANCOUVER ................................... $3,175,000

Best Version Media does not guarantee the accuracy of the statistical data on this page. The data does not represent the listings of any one agent  
or agency but represents the activity of the real estate community in the area. Any real estate agent’s ad appearing in the magazine is separate 

 from the statistical data provided which is in no way a part of their advertisement.
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Enjoy all the comforts of home. 
Let me show you how. 

LET’S CONNECT

778-996-7283

heather@heathercontant.com 

heathercontant.ca

Premium Real Estate Services

Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers already under contract with a broker. Independently Owned and Operated

778.999.5656   |   john.dean@evcanada.com   |   johndeanhomes.comCPA, CMA

Thinking of real estate... work with a Real Estate Advisor you can truly depend on. 

John and Engel & Völkers Vancouver can expose your property locally and globally - quickly, affordably and professionally. Working with 

John can be your very best edge in a competitive housing market. Let John help you stand out from the crowd - he knows Point Grey and 

he knows homes. Trustworthy, reliable, knowledgeable, professional. If you are thinking of selling or buying, let John’s expertise make 

the right difference for you.


